
Friends Without A Border  

 

   
  
      

   
  

  

May at Angkor Hospital for 
Children 

   

June 23, 2010 

 
  

Director’s Note:  
  

  
   
AHC is remarkable not just for the high quality 
medical care it delivers in a country affected by 
severe poverty, but also for its effectiveness at 
bridging cultures to get the job done. In this month's 
newsletter you will read about supporters from 
Austria, Netherlands, South Korea, Cambodia and 
other places working hard to support our vision.  
   
International hotels in Siem Reap are now advertising 
our efforts and international medical societies are 
accepting our staff as presenters and educators. You 
will read about a patient who left his village to come 
to our facility to seek care that only AHC can provide 
in this country; after reading it you will realize how 
his story is an example of bridging cultures within 
Cambodia, too. 
   
As the director, I am fortunate to interact with 
supporters from different continents every day and I 
am constantly reminded how Kenro's vision has 
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AHC Statistics: 

  May      YTD 
2010 

Total 

Outpatient  9,712   48,408 794,900 
Inpatient 152 1,003 28,947 
ICU 59 312 5,122 
Low Acuity  0*   309 9,109 
Emergency 433 2,107 97,405 
Surgery      167 693 11,664 
Minor 
Surgery  

       881    3,873   25,586 

HomeCare 237 1,196 15,690 
Dental 
Activities 

1,447 7,157 136,859 

Eye Care  458 2,287 20,212 
ARV (new) 2 34 616 
Lab Tests 5,310 24,316 388,579 
Pharmacy 11,347 60,314 450,385 
XRay 459 2,383 36,048 
Ultrasound 190 954 12,905 
* Low Acuity Unit was used termporarily as the IPD 
while the IPD is under construction. 
  

  
                 
  

  



taken on a life of its own across the global community.  
   
As always, everyone here at AHC remains personally 
grateful for your support and encouragement in 
keeping this vision alive and thriving. 

Thank you, 

William Housworth, MD., MPH 
Executive Director 
Angkor Hospital for Children 

 
   
Nurses Day 2010 at AHC 

   

   
AHC nurses in a group photo for Nurses Day 

   
AHC celebrated International Nurses Day for the 
second time on May 12, 2010. All nurses at AHC, 
CBHEP, and the Satellite Hospital were invited to a 
party with music and dancing and refreshments. 
International Nurses Week is celebrated around the 
world May 6-12 every year to commemorate the 
valuable contributions that nurses everywhere make 
to society. At AHC we never lose sight of the fact that 
great nurses are essential to great care. 
   

 
   
Patient Story: Yoeum Dong “I have never 
seen a car…” 
   



 
                                     Yoeum Dong in the IPD  
   
Yoeum Dong is a 10-year-old boy from a small village 
located about 50 kilometers (30 miles) away from 
Siem Reap town. He is the youngest of four children, 
and his parents are rice farmers.  
   
Dong was brought to AHC after three days of fever, 
and abdominal pain. At home, his parents gave him 
traditional medicine but he was not getting better. 
When he arrived at AHC, he was immediately sent to 
the emergency room. After an x-ray and ultrasound, 
he was diagnosed with a pleural effusion. Once the 
diagnosis was made, doctors had to figure out the 
cause of the effusion and then treat it. During 
recovery he was moved into the intensive care unit, 
attached to a breathing machine and closely 
monitored for three weeks.  
   
Doctors have now taken him off the breathing machine 
and the chest tubes have been removed. He no longer 
has a fever and his appetite is finally returning. He is 
getting his boyish energy back, always smiling and 
playing with his toys. Dong is often seen outside with 
his mother who pushes him around in his wheelchair, 
while he watches the many cars drive by. Even though 
he lives just 50 km (30 miles) from Siem Reap, he had 
never seen a car until his visit to AHC. 
   

 
   

AHC Satellite Project Update 
   



  
             The IPD at AHC's Satellite Hospital in Sot Nikum   
   
In early May, we opened our inpatient department 
with 4 beds, but have already increased it to 6 to 
meet the demand. The number of beds will increase 
gradually over time. We had 2 admissions on the first 
day and a total of 43 inpatients in May. Our outpatient 
department has also been busy this month, seeing a 
total of 921 patients, and we are now able to provide 
24-hour emergency care. We are seeing steady 
increases in total numbers month by month as our 
reputation for quality care spreads throughout the 
community and patients seek out our services.  
One of our greatest achievements this month was 
seeing a significant increase in the number of patients 
from poor families - Health Equity Fund 
(HEF) beneficiaries.  41% of total patients (OPD and 
IPD) are HEF card holders and receive free care, food 
and transportation costs. We are extremely happy 
about this as it shows we are treating the most needy 
in Cambodia. Even with the poorest patients, there 
should be no excuse for them not to receive good 
health care.  
Indications thus far have shown us that this healthcare 
system has been a great success. We are accessible to 
the poor who are increasingly seeking our services, 
and we have a large number of patients who are 
happy to make a small contribution because we can 
offer them superior healthcare. We are pleased with 
how AHC Satellite Hospital at Sot Nikum is developing 
are grateful for all the support we have received. 
 

 
   

Inpatient Department Renovation Update 

  



 
                   IPD Renovation process by May 27, 2010 

  

Renovation of the IPD began on April 22 and is 
expected to be finished in late June.  

The renovation is a huge job, as the entire interior 
had to be stripped down to make way for much 
needed improvements for infection control and to 
create an overall better environment for patients and 
staff alike. We would like to offer our sincere thanks 
to Wendy Gifford and Curtis Jensen for sponsoring 
these essential improvements. 

  

 
  

Tep Navy and the Pediatric Academic 
Societies Annual Conference in Canada 
  

 
Dr. Randy Rockney, Tep Navy  and Dr. Andre Anzarnt 

  

The Carraresi Foundation's on-going support of AHC 
allowed Mr. Tep Navy, the Deputy Director of Nursing, 
to attend the Pediatric Academic Societies (PAS) 
Annual Conference in Vancouver, Canada in May.   

  

This year 7,600 participants from around the world 
attended the conference, with many renowned 
speakers presenting their research.  Navy was very 



lucky to have the chance to attend this conference, 
where he was able to learn valuable information from 
many speakers and to network with other participants. 
Navy was not only an attendee, but a speaker as well. 
He reported on research done at AHC called 
"Traditional Alternative Healing Practices for Sick 
Children in Cambodia." Many people at the conference 
showed great interest in the research. Moreover, his 
attendance at related seminars gave him valuable 
knowledge that he brought back to AHC for his 
colleagues.  

  

A great big "Thank you!" to the Carraresi Foundation 
for making Navy’s trip possible. 

   
 

  

Homecare – Cerebral Palsy Patients 

  

 
 One of CP patients at home 

  

Homecare is most well known for working with 
HIV/AIDS patients, but it also plays a vital role in 
creating a more comfortable and positive life 
for children with Cerebral Palsy (CP). 

Currently the AHC homecare team, along with the 
physiotherapy department, works with 12 children 
with Cerebral Palsy. The team provides physical 
therapy training to the mother or caretaker in order to 
improve both short- and long-term quality of life for 
the patient and the entire family. CP patients in more 
developed countries have access to a range of 
therapies, allowing them to have a better outcome 
and more normal lives. Without physical therapy, 
children with cerebral palsy are often left unable to 
feed themselves or to walk or crawl, and can have 
trouble speaking.  

  

Daily care for CP patients is very involved, as the 
children need to be fed, held and moved in special 



ways to help them develop proper muscle tone and 
bone structure. This means that caretakers need to be 
continually taught how to best care for and monitor 
their child’s health as they grow, which is why regular 
homecare visits are so important.  

  

Some parents are unwilling or unable to provide 
appropriate daily care, but many are fully committed 
to learning how to properly care for their child and do 
daily physical therapy. One father even made a small 
therapy bar out of bamboo to help his son with 
standing and balance at home.  

                 

 

Nursing Student Project 2010  

The Nursing Department started the Nursing Student 
Project in 2002. Every year from May to November, 
AHC conducts clinical training programs for nursing 
students as well as instructors and preceptors 
from five nursing schools in Cambodia. 

The main goal of this course is to strengthen the skills 
and knowledge of the nursing students as well as build 
up the confidence and experience of our teaching 
staff. 

The 2010 Nursing Student Project will finish in 
November 2010. This year we have a total of 388 
students and 40 instructors/preceptors. 

 

Friends Center Improvement 

  

 
New Friends Center’s glass signage 

  

Improvements have been made to the Friends 
Center including new patient and visitor direction 
signs, new glass signage in front of the Friends Center, 
and a new iron ‘big green heart’ sign to make it easier 



for patients and visitors to find the hospital. There 
have also been changes made to the interior display of 
the Center, with new informational posters and 
pictures. The Center has proved to be popular with 
visitors and is serving as the welcoming venue we all 
wanted for AHC.   

  

 
  New Friends Center‘s iron signage  

 
  

Friends’ Support 

  

 
 Dexamedica Cambodia presenting medication donation to AHC 

  

On May 7, Dexamedica Cambodia generously donated 
much needed medications to AHC. Mr. Nheak 
Samneang Reachsey, AHC Logistics Manager, and his 
co-worker represented AHC at the ceremony to 
receive the donations at the InterContinental Hotel in 
Phnom Penh.  

We offer a special salute to all of the staff and 
management of Dexamedica Cambodia; thank you.  

  

  



    

Ellen Reuling at the Dutch Rotterdam Marathon 

  

Former AHC medical volunteer Ellen Reuling ran the 
Dutch Rotterdam Marathon on April 11 to raise funds 
for AHC. Her amazing total was 1,534.54 Euros. The 
donation will go predominately towards AHC’s 
outreach projects and home care program for poor 
families and malnourished children. 

  

On behalf of the children at AHC, we would like to 
express our great appreciation to Ellen Reuling for her 
generosity in supporting AHC. We eagerly look forward 
to welcoming her back at AHC in the future. 

  

 
Maria Kormann (holding the check) and friends 

  

On May 29, former physiotherapist Maria Kormann 
participated in a handball marathon in her 
native Austria and raised around 700 Euros to support 
the physiotherapist project at AHC. This donation 
will help to create the new physiotherapy room at the 
hospital.  We send a big thank you to Maria for sharing 
her time and expertise at AHC and for her athletic 
fundraising accomplishment. 

 
 Cambodia in May 2010 

  



 
Typical rice field 

  

Annual Royal Plowing Ceremony 

The annual Royal Plowing Ceremony marks the 
beginning of both the rainy season and the plowing 
season for farmers. It is celebrated through a 
traditional plowing ritual. The fascinating ceremony is 
watched by locals and foreigners alike. It depicts real 
plowing activities where cows are given a variety of 
crops to eat; based on the choices eaten by the cows, 
predictions are made for the coming year.  

  

In early May, the Plowing Ceremony was held near 
Angkor Wat, the famed ancient temple, in Siem Reap, 
the first time it has been held here since 1967. The 
King of Cambodia, King Norodom Sihamoni, presided 
over the ceremony. At this year’s gathering, the cows 
ate only corn and beans, which suggests that this year 
will be a good year for the rice harvest. 

  

The King's Birthday Holiday  

May 13-15 marked a public holiday for the birthday 
of Cambodia's King Norodom Sihamoni. Many 
businesses and government services were closed, 
allowing people to spend time with their friends and 
family to celebrate the king. The celebration for the 
King’s Birthday was held in Phnom Penh and a giant 
fireworks display was held in front of the Royal 
Palace.  

  

 

Upcoming Events 

  
South Korea 
Phill Presley visited AHC in February. He was so 
touched by his visit that he decided to participate in 
the Jeju Marathon 2010 in South Korea on June 13 to 
raise funds to support AHC. Please "run with him" as a 
sponsor and make a difference! 

  
To get more information about the event please visit: 
http://www.firstgiving.com/phillpresley-
jejumarathon or contact him directly at 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1026181954&msgid=5489144&act=YKUJ&c=38218&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.firstgiving.com%2Fphillpresley-jejumarathon
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1026181954&msgid=5489144&act=YKUJ&c=38218&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.firstgiving.com%2Fphillpresley-jejumarathon


phill.presley@gmail.com. 
  
New Exhibition in Friends Center 

  

 
Photo by Monica Devevan 

  
A group photography exhibition will begin at the 
Friends Center on August 6 until the end of November. 
It will feature four photographers whose work 
captures four different Asian countries,and the 
proceeds of which will benefit Angkor Hospital for 
Children. The artists are, Alexia Beckerling, "Tibet," 
Monica Devevan, "Burma,"  Richard Ehrlich, "Vietnam," 
and Karl Grobl, "Cambodia."  

  
The opening reception will be held on the evening of 
August 6, at the Friends Center. For more information, 
please contact fc@angkorhospital.org. 
  
Gala Benefit Dinner for Cambodia’s Children 

mailto:phill.presley@gmail.com
mailto:fc@angkorhospital.org


 

 Friends Without A Border Cambodia, a non-profit 
organization, is proud to announce a night of food, 
fun, and entertainment to be held on Friday, July 10, 
at the Cambodian Cultural Village in Siem Reap, as a 
benefit for Angkor Hospital for Children. Please join us 
for our event by contacting Mr. Long Sedtha, Country 
Director of FWAB-Cambodia, at: lsedtha@fwab.org.kh 
and/or (855)-12-940-669 or Mr. Um Rattana, Assistant 
to Country Director, at: info@fwab.org.kh or (855)-12-
309-707. 

  

AHC Displays at Hotels in Siem Reap 

  

 
Posters about AHC displayed in the hallways at Hotel de la Paix 

  

mailto:lsedtha@fwab.org.kh
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1026181954&msgid=5489144&act=YKUJ&c=38218&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fus.mc539.mail.yahoo.com%2Fmc%2Fcompose%3Fto%3Dinfo%40fwab.org.kh


We would like to say a special thank you to the Hotel 
de la Paix, the Raffles Grand Hotel D’Angkor, and the 
Victoria Angkor Resort & Spa for installing elegant, 
eye-catching feature displays of our activities at their 
hotels. The displays made their debut in late May and 
will remain up for three months.  

To find out more information about AHC, please visit 
our website at http://www.angkorhospital.org.  

To learn more about these hotels, please visit their 
websites .  

Hotel de la Paix, Siem Reap: 
http://www.hoteldelapaixangkor.com  

Raffles Grand Hotel d’ Angkor: 
http://www.raffles.com/EN_RA/Property/RGA   
Victoria Angkor Resort & Spa: 
 http://www.victoriahotels.asia  

 

The Angkor Hospital for Children, supported by 
Friends Without A Border, provides comprehensive 

medical care to children in the Siem Reap area.  

Any comment, please feel free to contact AHC’s 
Public Relations Department at 855-63-963-409 or 

ahcpr@angkorhospital.org  

To learn more about us, please visit our website 
http://www.angkorhospital.org  
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