
 
        

  

May 25, 2010 

 April at AHC  

  

Directorõs Note:   

    
This monthôs update is filled with stories about AHCôs 

growth.  

It contains a story about a current employee who years 
ago was a patient at AHC, a story about our HIV/Home 
Care expans ion, a story about some of our expanded 
medical capabilities and a story about expanding our 
CBHEP outreach activities.  

As I was leaving the hospital late this evening I was 

reminded of why this growth is so important. Our ICU was 
full, our ER was full and  we were crowding patients into 
our hallways  while we do our inpatient department 
renovations. Meanwhile, mothers were still lined up in our 

emergency waiting area with their sick children. Some 
were told that we simply do not have any more beds but 
they r efused to leave or go to another facility.   They 
literally sat down at our feet and refused to move. Their 

refusal to go anywhere else is because they know that 
AHC can offer the best hope for their children.   In this 
country where poverty and disease rema ins a very deadly 
combination, AHC really is a beacon of hope that the 
people gravitate and cling to.  

As always, I personally, and all of us at AHC as a group, 
thank you for your support and encouragement.  

William Housworth, MD, MPH  
Executive Director  
Ang kor Hospital for Children  
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  Apr 
2010  

Year to 
Date 

Total   

Outpatient  8,685  38,698 785,188 
Inpatient  204 851 28,795 
ICU 65 253 5,063 
Low Acuity  53 309 9,109 
Emergency  345 1,674 96,972 
Surgery      146 526 11,497 
Home Care  243 959 15,453 
Dental  1,329 5,710 121,157 
Eye Care  513 1,829 19,754 
ARV (new) 9 32 614 
Lab Tests  4,515 19,006 383,038 
Minor 

Surgery 
811 2,992 24,705 

Pharmacy 10,141 48,967 439,038 
X-Ray 432 1,924 35,589 
Ultrasound   188 764 12,715 

 



 Patient Story, Pen Nov 

  

title="">  
Pen Nov smiles for the camera  

  
Pen Nov is a 6 -year -old boy who comes from a small 
village located near AHCôs new Satellite Clinic in Sot 
Nikum. His parents are rice farmers and he has 2  sisters 
and 3 brothers. His whole family lives in a small wooden 
house with the roof made from palm leaves.  

Nov had been sick for several days. His parents became 
concerned when he started displaying signs of edema on 
his face and urinating less frequent ly. Because of 

community education, they knew of AHCôs new satellite 
clinic which is much closer to their home than Siem Reap 
and AHC. At the satellite clinic he was diagnosed with a 
urinary tract infection and kidney malfunction. 

Unfortunately, in April t here were no inpatient beds yet 
available at the satellite clinic so Nov was sent to AHC 
where he was treated with antibiotics, sodium restriction, 
and fluids. Staff carefully observed his intake and output 

every hour and after just one day of hospitalizat ion his 
face had less swelling and he  began playing and being 
active again. At the same time, his parents received 
education about good hygiene, nutrition, birth control, and 

other methods to live a healthier life. We are excited that 
we will soon be able  to offer the AHC model of full circle 
care at the AHC Satellite Clinic at Sot Nikum in May when 
we open our inpatient department.  

 
   

 
 
 



 Staff Story, Lam Lao  

   

 
Lam Lao collecting patient charts in the OPD  

 
Lao grew up at a pagoda in Angkor Wat, whe re AHC does 
outreach.   In 2000, when Lao was 9 years old, he 

developed a severe case of meningitis and was admitted to 
AHC for 2 weeks. He credits AHC with saving his life.  

At 16 years old he started working for housekeeping at 
AHC through an after -school program for students to earn 

extra money. By 2009 he became one of two Family 
Service Assistants, an important role in our hospital, who 
support families throughout their stay. He helps them fill 
out medical forms, escorts them to appointments, and 

assists  them with anything else they might need while the 
family is at the hospital. His compassionate spirit makes 
him perfectly suited for the job.  

This year he also became a teacher for beginner's English 
at the hospital, teaching fellow staff members three da ys a 
week. He is still in university for English and hopes to 
become a professional translator when he is finished. He 
loves his work at the hospital and finds both teaching his 

co-workers and working with families equally rewarding.  

Lao deserves all of ou r gratitude and praise for being such 
an outstanding employee.  

  

 AHC Staff Acknowledgment   

Sixty members of the AHC staff  took part in English exams 

at the end of March, and we would like to thank them for 
their hard work and congratulate them on their r esults!  

We would like to give special congratulations to  the 

following students who got the highest scores in their 



class:  

Advanced Class:  Ms. Vanna Dary  
Upper Intermediate Class:  
Mr. Lam Lao and Mr. Seng Siv Pheng  
Intermediate Class:  Mr. Sin Bun Hong  
Pre Intermediate Class:  Ms. Khut Rany  

We would also like to mention the following students who 
received merit prizes for their continued hard work:   

Advanced Class:  Mr. Moeurn Sokhom  
Upper Intermediate Class:  Mr. Em Ann  
Intermediate Class:  Mr. Khun Sokhan  
Pre Intermediate Class:  Mr. Lay Chan Veasna  

In addition to  these awards, we would like to give a special 
thank you to all staff at AHC, CBHEP and the AHC Satellite 
for their hard work in making a profound difference for the 
children of Cambodia. Without all of  you AHC would be 
unable to maintain our  excellent reputation in childrenôs 

health.  

 
   

AHC Satellite at Sot Nikum Update   

  

 
Nurse manager of AHC's Satellite Clinic giving health education to patients 

families in the clinic  

April activities at the Sat ellite Clinic included the 
introduction of an appropriate scale for patient contribution 

for treatment  in relationship with the quality of care they 



receive, new nurses joining the team, and preparation for 
24 hour service starting in May.  

We aim to encou rage patients to be seen in the health 
centre for minor illnesses and for the government health 
centre to refer complex and acute cases to our facility.  

As we expected, patient numbers decreased a little from 
March. We saw around 40 patients a day, a more  
manageable number for a facility with only 2 doctor 
consultation rooms. As a result, the quality of care 
increased and all patients were able to see the doctor.  

As we were still only providing OPD services in April, we 
had to transfer a number of cases t o AHC for inpatient 
care, specialist care, and for higher level intensive care. 

We hope the number of patients we need to transfer will 
decrease next month when we open our inpatient unit and 
24 hour services.  

Sot Nikum Referral Hospital staff co -operation  has 

continued to be good. Next month our demands for their 
time and services will increase when we open our inpatient 
department. We have now trained a total of 4 lab staff, 2 
x- ray nurses, and 2 pharmacists from the staff at the Sot 

Nikum Hospital, and w e have more educational 
opportunities planned for next month.  

 

Doctor and nurses with a boy in the ER of the Satellite Clinic   

 
 

 
 
    



 Homecare & IPD Renovation   

   

 
Home Care/HIV Office after renovation  

   

   

The much needed HIV/Home Care department renovations 
have now been completed. Better clinical space along with 
improved storage of important medicines and supplies 
means that we will be able to serve more patients more 

efficiently. In addition to this, the HIV/Homecare staff 
morale has been lifte d along with the new renovations.  

The Inpatient departmentôs renovations have begun as 
well. These renovations will result in improved infection 

control, better isolation rooms, better work space and a 
host of other improvements. They should be completed i n 
late June. Many thanks to Wendy Giffords  for her very 
generous contribution which made this possible!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   



Medical Education: Staff training abroad   

 

 
Dr. Sing Heng (middle), staff and patients at Christian Medical College and 

Hospital in Vellor, India  
Dr. Sing Heng, Chief of the Inpatient Department at AHC, 
was invited to attend the Fellowship of Hemophilia 
International Training Center at the Christian Medical 
College and Hospital in Vellore, India, from March 15th 
through April 30th.  

During his training he worked with the hemophilia team 
and gave a presentation on comprehensive care for 
hemophilia and on the current status of treatment for 

hemophilia patients at AHC and in Cambodia.  

He was very satisfied with the training which allow ed him 
to gain better knowledge about hemophilia management. 
He also made many friends, supporters, and medical 
connections which will be beneficial in helping improve 
hemophilia treatment and care for AHC and Cambodia. He 
would like to express his thanks and appreciation to the 
World Federation of Hemophilia (WFH) for supporting his 
trip during his training. He is committed to utilizing this 
essential knowledge to provide better care and treatment 
for hemophilia patients in Cambodia.  



 
Ms. Channy with a l ow - vision patient in Nepal  

Dr. Soeung Dy Channy was also sponsored by the SEVA 
Foundation to attend a training course on Low Vision and 
Pediatric Refraction at the Lumbini Eye Institute from April 
1st through the  30th in Nepal. She worked and trained 
close ly with the team at the Lumbini Eye Institute, 

checking patients eyes consistently throughout her time 
there which has improved her ability to more efficiently 
diagnose children with low vision. Low vision in Cambodia 
is often overlooked, sometimes forcing  children to do 

poorly or drop out of school because of undiagnosed or 
uncorrected vision issues.  
She would like to express a special thank you to the SEVA 
Foundation for supporting her trip and to AHC for giving 

her the opportunity to further her training  and education.  

 
Capacity Building and Health Education Program 

Activities: Cooperation with New Health Centers   

Two new Health Centers, Dan Run and Ta Yek, were 
selected to work collaboratively with CBHEP for the next 4 
years.  These centers are locate d close to our new satellite 

facility and therefore are strategic in our overall expansion 
plan for this area. On April 20th, we met with local 
authorities, commune council, and chiefs of the health 
centers to introduce our Springboard Program and to 

initi ate a smooth transition into our joint collaboration.   

 
   

 

 

 
 

 



VIP Visits 

  

 
Dr. Françoise Barré - Sinoussi visits AHC's Laboratory  

Dr. Françoise Barré -Sinoussi, Nobel Prize winner in 
Physiology and Medicine and the ANRS Coordinator for 
Cambodia, and Dr.  Laurence Borand of the Pasteur 

Institute visited AHC. They met with a number of medical 
staff, paying special attention to the homecare and 
laboratory teams with  whom they have previously worked. 
The two women worked with AHC during an earlier clinical 

tr ial and will collaborate once again with AHC which will 
serve as the site for an upcoming pediatrics study. It was 
an honor to have them, and their visit was much 
appreciated by the staff and patients. AHC looks forward 

to the continued relationship with D r. Barré -Sinoussi, Dr. 
Borand, and the Pasteur Institute.  

Mercy Malaysia, which supports the Oral Rehydration 

Therapy Corner, ventilators and incubators, came to film 
at AHC. A team of four spent the day touring the hospital 
and talking with staff and pati ents in the ORT Corner. 
Thank you, Mercy Malaysia, for visiting our facilities 

and for your continued support!  

ABC Radio (Australian Broadcasting Corporation) visited 
AHC and interviewed some of our staff. ABC Radio is 

helping us to promote and publicize i n Australia the great 
work that is being done at AHC. Thank you to Mr. Alex 
Khun and his colleague for  their time and attention, 
as well as for their generous support of AHC.  
  

 



   

AHC receives donated medical supplies from Global 
Medic in Canada  

  

 
Global Medic Team's donations to AHC  

A team of 14 volunteers from Global Medic brought much 
needed medical supplies, medicines and equipment to 
AHC. Over the past ten year, Global Medic has worked with 
AHC and has generously donated medical supplies 
throughou t. They work very closely with AHCôs 

logistics  department in regards to appropriate donations 
and delivery. We would like to show our support for the 
Global Medic's team for engaging the community in 
capacity building work for various other organizations t hey 

support throughout Siem Reap. The volunteers, who pay 
all of their own expenses, are police officers, paramedics 
and firefighters from the Toronto area in Canada.  

A big thank you to Global Medic for your visit and the 
wonderful support over the years!  

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Khmer New Year Celebration   

  

 
Cambodian villagers creating a sand hill at a pagoda for Khmer New Year  

Cambodian people have the privilege to experience a 
variety of New Year celebrations such as International New 
Year, Chinese New Year, and Khmer New Year. Khmer New 
Year is usually observed during the middle of April, and  in 
2010 the New Year was celebrated April 14th, 15th and 
16th. During these three days, Khmer people participate in 
traditional ceremonies at pagodas, play games, dance at 
their local pagodas, and experience a variety of other fun 
activities.    

Khmer New Year is the biggest holiday in Cambodia. Why 
does it fall in mid -April? There are a number of reasons, 
but the most important reason is that it celebrates the end 

of the rice farming and harvesting season, which allows 
Cambodians to have time to celebrate with plenty of food!  

If you would like to know more details about the Khmer 

New Year, information is available at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodian_New_Year  

Happy Khmer New Year Everyone!  

Warmest wishes from the staff and the children at Angkor 
Hospital  for Children.  

 
   
 

New York Gala Celebrates Khmer New Year!  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3950012&msgid=5461289&act=BPRD&c=38218&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FCambodian_New_Year


  

 
Traditional drumming for the Gala guests  

While Cambodia was celebrating its biggest holiday on 
April 14th, New York was also joining in on the fun. On 
April 13th (11 hours behind Cambodia) , Friends Without A 

Border held  its 8th Annual Fundraising Gala at the Tribeca 
Rooftop. Guest arrived at the rooftop to a cocktail hour 
where they could shop in a market featuring Cambodian 
crafts, observed traditional Cambodian drumming and 

music, and par ticipated in a great live auction. Mr. John A. 
Bennette was awarded the "Best Friends of Friends" Award 
for his great contributions to our annual photo auction, 
and Dr. and Mrs. Ronald and Judith Ablow were awarded 

the "Making A Difference" Award for their  continued 
volunteerism and support at AHC. We raised over 
$250,000 for Angkor Hospital for Children that evening 
and had a blast! A big thank you to the Gala Chairs and 

our honorary guest Mr. H.E Eat Seyla, Permanent Mission 
to the  Kingdom of Cambodia to the United Nations.  

To read a great article about the evening please go to:  

http://www.stewardshipreport.com/index.php/a -doctors -
new -years - journey - from -siem - reap - to - tribecaand -back -
again.html  

For more photos of the event please visit our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/fwabny  

 
   

 
Welcome New Babies at AHC!    

  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3950012&msgid=5461289&act=BPRD&c=38218&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stewardshipreport.com%2Findex.php%2Fa-doctors-new-years-journey-from-siem-reap-to-tribecaand-back-again.html
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http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3950012&msgid=5461289&act=BPRD&c=38218&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stewardshipreport.com%2Findex.php%2Fa-doctors-new-years-journey-from-siem-reap-to-tribecaand-back-again.html
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3950012&msgid=5461289&act=BPRD&c=38218&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Ffwabny


We would like to express o ur joy in welcoming the new 
babies of the staff at Angkor Hospital for Children. There 
were four babies born in April and early May.  
  

         
            Bill and Lori's         Sunkunthea's    
                baby girl              baby girl  
Dr. Bill Hou sworth and his wife had a  baby girl on April 
19. Mrs. Liem Sokunthea, Manager of the Friends Center, 

had a baby girl on April 24.  
  

           
           Daly's baby            Sokry's baby  
                 girl                          boy  
Mrs. Leng Dal y, a Nutritionist Nurse,  had a baby girl on 
April 24 and Mrs. Chay Sokry, Personal Assistant to the 
Medical Director, had a baby boy on May 2. We are also 
looking forward to welcoming two more babies in the 

coming months to our English teacher, Rachel Pal mer, and 
our Pharmacy staff, So Sekla.  
Congratulations! Dr. Bill, Mrs. Sokunthea, Mrs. Daly, Mrs. 
Sokry, Mrs. Rachel, and Mrs. Sekla and wish you and your 

babies all the best.  
  

 Upcoming events:   

South Korea:  Phill Presley visited Angkor Hospital for 
Children in the beginning of February. He was so touched 
by his visit that he has decided to participate in the Jeju 
Marathon 2010, in South Korea, on the 13th of June to 

raise funds to support AHC. Please join the run with him 
and help make a difference!  

To find out more information about the event go to: 

http://www.firstgiving.com/phillpresl ey - jejumarathon  or 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3950012&msgid=5461289&act=BPRD&c=38218&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.firstgiving.com%2Fphillpresley-jejumarathon


contact him directly at phill.presley@gmail .com . 

Austria:  Maria Kormann, a former volunteer 
physiotherapist at AHC, will participate in a handball 
tournament in Austria to raise money in support of the 
physiotherapy program at AHC. The game will be on May 
29th in a stadium in Graz. For more detail s, please contact 
Maria Kormann at maria.kormann@gmail.com  

Siem Reap, Cambodia: New Art Photography Exhibition 
at the Friends Center : A new photography exhibition at the 
Friends Center will be starting from Au gust 6th through 

the end of November. It features the work of four 
photographers who have  highlighted  four different Asian 
counties and the proceeds of these prints will benefit 
Angkor Hospital for Children. Photographers Alexia 
Beckerling, Monica Devevan,  Richard Ehrlich, and Karl 
Grobl will feature prints from Tibet, Burma, Vietnam, and 
Cambodia.  

The opening reception will be held during the evening of 
August 6, 2010, at the Friends Center at Angkor Hospital 
for Children. For more information about this n ew 
exhibition, please contact fc@angkorhospital.org . 

Gala Benefit Dinner for Cambodiaôs Children: Friends 
Without A Border Cambodia, a nonprofit organization 
benefiting Angkor Hospital for Children, is proud to 
announce a night of food, fun and entertainment to be 

held on Friday, July 10, 2010, at the Cambodian Cultural 
Village in Siem Reap, Cambodia.   Please join us for a 
memorable evening by contacting Mr. Long Sedtha, 
Country Director of FWAB -Cambodia, at 

lsedtha@fwab.org.kh  and/or (855) -12 -940 -669 or Mr. Um 
Rattana, Assista nt to Country Director at info@fwab.org.kh  
or (855) -12 -309 -707.  

 
        

   
  

The Angkor Hospital for Children, supported by Friends 

Without A Border, provides comprehensive medical care to 
children in the Siem Reap area.  

Comments?  Please feel free to contact AHCôs Public 
Relations Department at 855 -63 -963 -409 or 

ahcpr@angkorhospital.org   
To find out how to get involved please visit: 

http://www.fwab.org  
To learn more about us, please visit our website 

http://ww w.angkorhospital.org   
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